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The Law of Moſes, and the Goſpel of Chrift, are au- 
thoritative publications of the Religion of Nature 
of God's Providence, as moral Governor of the World 
—and of his particular diſpenſations towards iu 
Creatures. BurLER. 


How admirable the Religion, which, while it ſeems only 
to have in view the felicity of the other life, conſti- 1 
tutes the happineſs of this!  MonTesquiev. 
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DEDICATION 


To THE KING 


a Ati tn. Ah 


Mosr GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN, 


FOUR Majeſty has been TTY to 

call the Attention of your people 
to the alarming ſtate of the Nation; 
and, to that end, you have repeatedly 
appointed a day for the ſolemn and ge- 
neral deprecation of thoſe judgments, 
which, it is apprehended, our Sins have 
brought upon us.“ But, it is humbly 


* See the Proclamation ſor a general Faſt. 
preſumed, 
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preſumed, that we have no reaſon to 
hope a removal of the Effect, without 
a removal of the Cauſe; or, that di- 
vine Providence ſhould interpoſe in our 
favour, without ſome public Attempts 
towards an univerſal Reformation.“ 


Will your Majeſty then permit me 
to approach you with an Addreſs, the 
deſign of which may be thought very 
intimately to concern the Dignity of 
your Crown---the Greatneſs of your 
CharaCter---and the beſt Good of a con- 
ſiderable part of your loyal Subjects. 


It is a Fact, too notorious to be de- 
med, that the preſent Age is an Age of 
Infidelity : that, the Religion of the Bi- 
ble, the ſpirit of primitive Chriſtianity, 


and that divine ſyſtem of Proteſtantiſm, 


upon which your Majeſty's Throne and 


Government are - founded, are loſt in 


* See Jeremiah xviii. 7— 
tlie 
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the exceeding depravity and corruption 
of the Times. There 1s little more 
than the Name and Profeſſion remain- 
ing amongſt us. So that the Enemies 
of revealed Truth, and the Foes of the 
beſt Eſtabliſhment in the world, are re- 
joicing in the apparent diſſolution of 
each. 


In this melancholy, and by no means 
1maginary ſituation, expoſed as we now 
are to the hoſtile Attacks of foreign 
Powers, diſtreſſed with internal facti- 
ons, and ſo degenerate as a nation at 
large; a few of your Majeſty's ſubjects 
have. adopted a Plan, founded, they 
flatter themſelves, upon true Patrio- 
tiſm, upon diſintereſted love to their 
Country and their King. A Plan, at 
preſent indeed in its infant ſtate, in 
which they will naturally expect your 
royal patronage and ſanction: becauſe 
they are taught to look up to your Ma- 


jeſty 
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Jeſty as a MixisTER or Gop to them 
for good---as THE DEFENDER OF THE 
Farruy---and as the viſible Heap oF THE 
Cnvxcn, in oppolition to that bold and 
impious Uſurper, the Pope. 
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We are told, by a learned and pious 
Writer of our own times, that One, 
who formerly ſwayed the Scepter of 
theſe Realms, was wont to ſay—— 
«© God's glory and the Church's good, 
I think myſelf ſo much the more bound 
in Conſcience to attend, with the moſt 
judicious zeal and care, by how much 
S 1] eſteem the Church above the ſtate, 
the glory of Chriſt above mine own, 
and the ſalvation of mens ſouls, .above 
the preſervation of their Bodies.“ —— 
ü And, it is certain, to uſe the language of 
|) Baron Monteſquieu, that the Princi— 
=. ples of Chriſtianity, deeply engraved 
on the heart, will be more powerful, 
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in the government and welfare of a 
Community, than the falſe Honour of 
Monarchies, than the humane Virtues 


of Republics, or the ſervile Fear of de- 
ſpotic States. 


I am aware that I ought to make in- 
finite Apologies for the freedom of this 
Addreſs : nor indeed ſhould I have ven- 
tured to lay it at your Majeſty's feet, 
without permiſſion, were it not for the 
1mportance and benevolence of the cauſe 
it pleads: a Cauſe, beyond expreſſion, 
ſuperior to that of Philoſophy and Sci- 
ence ; and your Majeſty's Character is 
too well known, to render any other 
Apology needful from, 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 
Your very obedient and loyal 
Subject and Servant, 


CLERICUS. 
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THE 


Excellency of the inſpired 8 
Ec. &c. 


JOSHU A. i. 8. 


This Book of the Lato ſhall not depart out of thy 
Mouth, but thou ſhalt meditate therein Day and 
| Night, that thou mayeſt obſerve to do according 
to all that is written therein; for then thou ſhalt 
matte thy Way proſperous, and then thou ſhalt 
have good Succeſs. 


HESE words were originally addreſſed 
| to a perſon of eminent ſtation and cha- 
rater; and the Speaker was Gop himſelf. 
They were ſpoken to Joſhua, who was now 
appointed to the high office of Commander in 
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Chief, under God, of the armies of Iſrael, 
whom the Lord had brought out of Egypt by 
the hand of his ſervant Moſes. But Moſes 
was dead : and after the death of Moſes the 
Lord ſpake unto Joſhua, ſaying, „ Ariſe, 
« thou, and all the people, and go over Jor- 
& dan unto the land which I do give them. 
& There ſhall not any man be able to ſtand 
& before thee all the days of thy life; as 1 
6 was with Moſes, I will be with thee ; I will 
& not fail thee nor forſake thee : for unto this 
«« people ſhalt thou divide the inheritance 
„ which T ſware unto their fathers to give 
„ them,” 


| Joſhua having obtained ſuch an appoint- 
ment, and being thus encouraged to proceed 
in the arduous undertaking to which he was 
called, received the ſolemn charge which I 
have recited to you in the text. And, in il- 
luſtrating its important matter, I ſhall purſue 
the following plan— | 


I. I ſhall offer ſome general remarks upon 


this Book of the Law. 


JI. Shall 


LET 
II. Shall confider what is meant by its not 
departing out of our mouth, &c. 


III. Shew what kind of proſperity and good 
ſucceſs is promiſed to them who meditate 
therein day and night, that they may obſerve 
to do according to all that is written therein. 


This Book of the Law, if it have nothing 
elſe to diſtinguiſh it, is remarkable for its great 
antiquity : the learned have taken much pains, 
and have had more than their labour for their 
pains, in proving, that it is the oldeſt book 
in the world : we know of nothing antecedent 
to it, in point of time, or of excellency. That 
famous compoſition of falſhood and abſurdity, 
called the Koran of Mahomet, 1s a quite modern 
forgery. The Romans, we know, received their 
all from the Grecians ; and, though the Grecians 
affe& uncommon antiquity, it ſeems agreed by 
all impartial Hiſtorians, that the Egyptians 
were before-hand with them; and that learn- 
ing or letters were carried into Greece itſelf by 
Cadmus and his company, who are ſuppoſed to 
have been Canaanites that fled from Joſhua, 
ypon his taking poſſeſſion of their land. 
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As to the Phenician and Egyptian hiſtories, 
faid to have been compiled by Sanchoniathon 
and Mancthon, and which have been made 
great uſe of by the Enemies of this Book of 
the Law, to ſay nothing of their defects, 
which have been ſuſſiciently expoſed by the 
moſt able cnquirers into hiſtorical truth, 
Porphyrius himſelf hath acknow ledged that tho 
Jewiſh hiſtorian was ſenior to them: befides, 
that their fidelity and credibility have been 
rendered, and not without reaſon, very ſuſpi- 
cious, from the uncertainty and confuſion in 
their accounts of antient times: ſo that we 
may not ſcruple to aſſirm, upon the beſt autho- 
rities, which it were caſy to produce, that this 
Book of the Law is the moſt antient book in 
the world, * 


But it is more remarkable for its divinity, 
than for its antiquity : it is the only book, of 
which it can with truth be ſaid, that it is bg 
writing of God. + Not that I would be un- 


* See Stillingfleet's Origines ſacræ. 
+ Tea 78 Ot. 


derſtood 


EI 


derſtood, when I ſay ſo, to confine my view 
to the writings of Moſes alone, but to extend 
it to thoſe of the Prophets and the Apoſ- 
tles; for © the Prophecy in old time came 
not by the will of man, but holy men of 
God ſpake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt : and all Scripture is given by the in- 
ſpiration of God:“ and indeed the ſubſtance 
and matter of all the inſpired Writings is to 
be found in thoſe of Moſes. The Penta- 
tcuch, and the Prophecics, and the Goſpels 
contain one and the ſame divine Truth, ad- 
miniſtered in different periods of time, and 
under different modes of diſpenſation : bur, 
like the three divine Perſons, who haye borne 
their diſtinct witneſs to them, they all agree in 
Nature and Deſign. 


That the ceremonies under the Moſaic Oe- 
conomy were really Hieroglyphics, or ſas 
cred types, figures, and ſhadows of good 
things to come, will not be diſputed by any 
one who admits the truth and authority of 
the new Teſtament : the beſt idea of which, 
perhaps, is, that it is an exact commentary 
upon, and records the literal fulfillment of. 
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5 6 
thoſe good things which were prefigured and 
foretold by the Prophets, and in the Law. 


I ſhall therefore no longer feel myſelf obli- 
ged to treat this ſubject as if it related alone 
to that Book of the Law, which was imme- 
diately delivered into the hand of Joſhua, but 
to that which we emphatically call, THE BIBLE; 
and, omitting the recital of thoſe moral proofs 
of its Divinity, Truth, and Inſpiration, which 
are as deciſive as the nature of ſuch proots 
will admit, I ſhall proceed to remark upon 
the great Urility of this bleſſed Book. In- 
deed, its neceſſity and its utility are both im- 
plicd in its having been given by the Inſpira- 
tion of God : for we may be ſure that the in- 
finitely wiſe God would never have provided 
ſuch a Revelation, if it had not been needful ; 
but it may be reckoned among the number- 
leſs Evidences of human depravity, that, af- 
ter we have enjoyed fo much benefit from 
this ſupernatural Light, we ſhould be ſo baſe 
and ungrateful as to exalt the ignrs fatuus of 
what we call our Reaſon, above it, We might, 
with equal propriety, affect to ſee without the 
aſſiſtance of the Sun, and abuſe the famous 

Galileo 
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Galileo, for ever having diſcovered the Tele- 
ſcope, becauſe we have the faculty of ſeeing 
independent of either, 


Not to ſtop here, however, in order to prove, 
from a variety of unanſwerable Arguments, 
the indiſpenſible Neceſſity of ſuch a Revela- 
tion as we believe the ſacred Writings con- 
tain, and which are to be found in many learned 
and pious Authors; it will be more profita- 
ble for us to ſhew its unſpeakable Utility; 
which appears from its All- ſufficiency, and from 
its including in it every kind and degree of 
knowledge, which are eſſential to our preſent 
and eternal Good: for which very reaſon, the 


knowledge it communicates, is emphatically 
ſtiled, Wiſdom, 


And where is the Man who does not wiſh. 
to be wiſe? who does not defire to pluck of. 
the Tree of Knowledge? “ But where ſhall 
wiſdom be found? and where is the place of 
underſtanding ? Man knoweth not the price 
thereof; neither is it found in the land of the 
living. The depth faith, Itis not in me; and 
the ſea faith, It is not in me. 
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131 
It cannot be gotten for gold, neither ſhall fil 
ver be weighed for the price thereof. It can- 
not be valued with the gold of Ophir ; with 
the precious onyx, or the ſapphire. The gold 
and the cryſtal cannot equal it : and the ex- 
change of ir ſhall not be for jewels of fine gold. 
No mention ſhall be made of coral, or of 
pearls ; for the price of wiſdom is above ru- 
bies. The topaz of Ethiopia ſhall not equal 
it, neither ſhall it be valued with pure gold. 
Whence then cometh wiſdom ? and where 7s 
the place of underſtanding ? God underſtand- 
eth the way thereof, and he knoweth the place 
thereof, And unto man he faid, Be- 
hold, the fear of the Loxp, that is wiſdom ; 
and to depart from evil is underſtanding.” 
This is God's idea of Wiſdom. How diffe- 
rent, alas ! from thoſe ſubtilties and corrup- 


tions of vain Philoſophy and Science, falſely 


fo called, which puff up the mind with a 
conceit of things, that have nothing in them. 


True Wiſdom then conſiſts in the Fear of 
the Lord, which comprehends in it the whole 
of Religion ; every branch of true Piety ; by 
whatever name it be diſtinguiſhed, whether it 

| be 
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be denominated Repentance, Faith, or Ho- 
lineſs. Every one of which is eſſential to 
our Salvation: as it is written,“ Except ye 
« repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh.” “ He, 
c that believeth not, ſhall be damned.” And, 
« Without Holineſs no man ſhall ſee the 
&« Lord.” And, would we know what that 
Repentance 1s, which 1s never to be repented 
of—what that Faith is, which whoſoever hath 
ſhall be ſaved—and what that Holineſs is, 
without which there is no admiſſion into 
Heaven: would we avoid every dangerous 
miſtake upon theſe fundamental points, we 
muſt adyert to the Scriptures, to the Law 
and to the Teſtimony ; and we muſt meditate 
therein day and night. 


But concerning the Perfection, Utility, 
and Suthciency of the Sacred Writings, I ſhall 
ſatisfy myſelf for the preſent, with producing 
a few very beautiful and decifive Teſtimo- 
nies, both divine and human. The Law of 
the Lord” ſays a good King and an inſpired 
Writer © is perfect, converting the Soul: the 
Teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, making wiſe 
the fimple : the Statutes of the Lord are right, 

Be? C rejoicing 
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rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the 
Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear 
of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever : the 
Judgments of the Lord are true and righ- 
teous altogether. More to be defired are they 
than gold, yea, than much fine gold: ſweeter 
alſo than honey, and the honey comb. More- 
over by them is thy fervant warned, and in 
keeping of them there is great reward,” * 


& All Scripture,” ſays another inſpired 
Penman of this ſacred Volume,“ is given by 
Inſpiration of God ; and is profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for inſtruc- 
tion in righteouſneſs; that the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto 
all good works.” + 

Tt is indeed our miſery, to live in a day in 
which Prophets and Apoſtles are held in little 


. eſteem ; and in which more reſpect is paid to 


men, who have- diſtinguiſhed themſelves by 
their philoſophic reſearches, than to thoſe 
whom God hath been pleaſed to diſtinguiſh in 


* Plalm xix, 7—11. + 2 Tim. iii, 16, 17. 


8 
a more eminent way. Let us then attend a 


little to their telumony concerning this Book 
of the Law. 


And what ſaid one of the greateſt ornaments 
of human nature, and of this nation, upon 
this ſubject? © Nothing could raiſe in me a 
higher eſteem for Luther, than when he wiſh- 
ed all his writings burnt; becauſe the over- 
valuing of them made the people neglect the 
ſtudying he Bible: the beſt Authors, like the 
ſtars, being eclipſed by the luſtre . of the 
lun, and e Bible being the Fountain from 
whence all other ſtreams of devotion flow.“ “ 
What again another eminent Light in the 
philoſophic world? * Study the holy Scrip- 
tures: they have God for their Author; 

Salvation for their End; and Truth, without 
any mixture of error, for their matter.” + 
What again a third, no leſs, nor leſs juſtly ad- 
mired by men of real Learning and Genius ? 
& believe that the word of God, whereby 


*The Honourable. Mr. Boyle. 
+ The great Mr. Locke, 
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Eis will is revealed, continued in Revelation 
and Tradition until Moſes; and that the Scrip- 
tures were from Moſes's time to the time of 
the Apoſtles aud Evangeliſts; in whoſe age, at- 
ter the coming of the Holy Ghoſt, the Book 
of the Scriptures was ſhut and cloſed, &cs 
&c. 


— Ü 23 2 „ — . 


— — — 2 


— 6 — - — 2 T | : 7 
2 * K K _< VAC —E—ͤa.. — — # 
— W — o Ws * — 


To all theſe I might add the teſtimonies of 
thouſands, whoſe evidence would, perhaps, be 
thought too partial and intereſted to have any 
weight: I have therefore deſignedly omitted 
them ; and have recited fuch only as may be 
Tuppoſed to have had no other bias to in- 
fluence them, no other purpoſe to ſerve, but 
that noble, that becoming, that fublime cauſe, 
the cauſe of God, of religion, and of truth. 
Thefe were men of minds too elevated and 
generous to affect the mean diſtinctions of Iu- 
fidelity and Scepticiſm : they were honeſt enough 
to fearch the Seriptures ; and becauſe they 
ſearched, they believed, they were aſſured, 
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* See Ld. Chancellor Bacon's Confeſſion of Faith, 
vol. II, page 368, 
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that they came from God, and were able to 
make us wiſe unto Salvation, through faith, 
that 1s in Chriſt Jeſus. Go, and do thou like- 
wiſe : it is the advice of every man of right 


Reaſon and ſound Piety : nay more, it is the 
advice of God Himſelf. 


« This Book of the Law, ſays he, ſhall 
not depart out of thy mouth ; but thou ſhalt 
meditate therein day and night, that thou 
mayeſt obſerve to do according to all that is 
written therein.” We have already remark'd 
that this ſolemn charge was given to Joſhua, 
at the very time that he was appointed to the 
Office of Commander and Leader of the Ar- 
mies of Iſrael, Neither the dignity nor the 
troubles of his ſtation were to be any plea for 
his neglecting the vaſt concerns of Religion: 
however great the truft that was lodged in his 
hands, whatever care and diligence it might 
require; ſtill this Book of the Law was not 
to depart out of his Mouth, 


By which peculiar mode of expreſſion, we 
may very ſafely underſtand that he was re- 
quired to maintain, by every poſſible means, 
5 the 
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the ſpirit and purity. of that holy Religion, 
which Moles, his Predeceſſor, had received 
immediately from the hands of God, and 
had brought from the mount ; the Model of 
which was preſerved in this Book of the 
Law; and a living Example of which Joſhua 
was expected to be. His perſonal Diſcourſe, 
his public Exhortations, his official Commands, 
were all to be regulated by this great ſtandard, 
the divine Law. 


To this end, he was to make himſelf in- 
timately acquainted with it; to uſe the pro- 
per means to underſtand it; to carry it always 
about with him, whitherſoever he went; not- 
withſtanding all the confuſion and perplexity 
to which he would be expoſed in a ſtate of 
war. For the God of the armies of Iſrael, 
to whom Joſhua was as much, not to ſay 
more, accountable than the meaneſt ſoldier he 
commanded, had ſaid unto him, „Thou 
ſhalt meditate therein day and night.” 


And why ? Was he to meditate in this 
Book merely as a Critic and a Scholar ? to 


find out the beauties and excellencies of its 
Stile ? 


ov, 

Stile? or to compile a ſyſtem of Philoſophy 
from it? No, but for that grand purpoſe, to 
which all the Scriptures tend, like ſo many 
rays to their Center, for the purpoſe of prac- 
tical Religion; “ That thou mayeſt obſerve to 
do according to all that is written therein :” 
not for contemplation only, or to fill his head 
with ſpeculative notions, or that he might 
puzzle the prieſts, and ſport with the moſt 
ſacred things; but that he might religiouſly 
obey the divine Will, ſubmit to the great 
Law-giver, and never forget that xo MAN's 
DIGNITY OR DOMINION, HOW GREAT SOEVER, 
CAN SET HIM ABOVE THE LAW OF GoD. 


But enough of Joſhua. For we are told in 
the word of truth, that „ whatſoever was 
written aforetime, was written for our learn- 
ing.” There are ſome indeed whoſe ſituation 
and rank in life are very ſimilar, in many re- 
ſpects, to that of Joſhua; who are appointed 
to military departments, and to preſide over 
national armies. And, though it is too much 
their profeſſion, becauſe they have no religion 
themſelves, to deſpiſe it in others; whether 
they will hear, or whether they will forbear, 
THUS SAITH THE LORD, ©* This Book of the 
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Law ſhall not depart out of thy mouth ; but 
thou ſhall meditate therein day and night, that 
thou mayeſt obſerve to do aceording to all 
that 1s written therein :” and, leſt they ſhould 
imagine that they are more than men, becauſe 
they are raiſed above them, let them know 
that there is a God in Heaven above them— 
let them know that that God is no reſpecter of 
perſons - let them know alſo, that though 
their Pride were as great as Nebuchadnez- 
zar's, or their Blaſphemy cqual to that of 
Balſhazzar's, there is a day coming, when the 
loftineſs of man ſhall be brought down, and 
the haughtineſs of man ſhall be laid low, 
and the Lord alone ſhall be exalted.* 


God, I ſaid, is no Reſpecter of perſons. 
As a proof of it, he has given the ſame 
charge to Kings, as he hath to their ſubjects ; 
the charge in our text. Conſult a memora- 
ble paſſage to this effect; wherein the Lord 
himſelf is pleaſed to deſcribe the Charafter and 
Duty of ſuch as are appointed to that exalted 
ſtation, ſaying, 4 Ir ſhall be that when a 
King ſitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, 


* Revelation vi. 15, 


he 


Bt 

he ſhall take this Book of the Law, and it 
thall be with him, and he ſhall read therein 
all the days of his Life : that he may learn 
to fear the Lord his God, to keep all the 
words of this Law, and to do them; that his 
heart be not lifted up above his brethren, and that 
he turn not aſide from the commandment to 
the right hand, or to the left.“ Deut. xvii. 


With reſpe& to thoſe, who are more eſpe- 
cially appointed to miniſter in holy things, 
the Servants of the moſt High God, who are 
not only to know themſelves, but to teach 
others alſo, the way of Salvation; they are 
under peculiar obligations to conſider the ſo- 
lemn charge in the text : they are inexcuſa- 
ble, if they neglect or deſpiſe it; and if, in- 
ſtead of diſplaying the glories and worth of 
ſacred Writ, they are for ever exhibiting the 
comparative nonſenſe of a Socrates, a Plato, 
or a Seneca. What then? did zhey come down 
from Heaven to ſeek and to fave them that 
*were loſt ? Were they crucified for us? Or 
were we baptized into their Name ? Why 
calleſt thou thyſelf a Miniſter of Chriſt, and 
burieſt the Saviour in the rubbiſh and pa- 
D rade 
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rade of human Learning, vain Philoſophy, 
or tinkling Eloquence ? * Study to ſhew thy- 
ſelf approved unto God, a Workman that 
needeth not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing 
the Word of truth. Preach the Word, be in- 
ſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon ; reprove, re. 
buke, exhort ; meditate upon theſe things, 
give thyſelf wholly to them; be in them, as 
the original Greek has it, that thy profiting 
may appear unto all men*.” Every chriſtian 
Miniſter ſhould be, in a certain ſenſe, Homo 
unius Libri; and his determination, let him 
forfeit what he may, Preferment, Eſteem, or 
Character, ſhould be, in the face of Oppoſi- 
tion, Ridicule and Contempt, to know no- 
thing among his hearers, high or low, rich 
or poor, fave JE sus CHRIST, AND HIM CRUCI- 
FIED. 


But are Kings and Officers in Church or 
State alone addreſſed in the Words of the 
text ? by no means : they are addrefled to all 
men, of all ſtations and orders, from the 


* St, Paul to Timothy. 
greateſt 


1 

greateſt to the leaſt. Men, Brethren, and 
Fathers, thus ſaith the Lord to you, to me, 
to all, This Book of the Law ſhall not de- 
part out of thy mouth; but thou ſhall medi- 
tate therein day and night, that thou mayeſt 
obſerve to do according to all that is written 
therein. And theſe words which I command 
thee this day, ſhall be in thine heart: and 
thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy 
Children; and thou ſhalt talk of them when 
thou fitteſt in thine houſe, and when thou 
walkeſt by the way, when thou lieſt down, 
and when thou riſeſt up: and thou ſhalt bind 
them as a fign upon thine hand, and they ſhall 
be as frontlets between thine eyes. Deut. 
vi. 6. 


So that it is not enough, you perceive, to 
read or hear this Book of the Law: it muſt 
be the continual ſubject of our ſerious Me- 
ditation: and Meditation is to the Soul, 
what digeſtion is to the Body: its contents 
muſt, therefore, be inwardly digeſted: for as 
animal food communicates nouriſhment to 
the body only as it is digeſted, ſo this ſpi- 
ritual food, which is called the Word of life, is 


of no ſervice to our immortal part, but as it 


is interwoven, if I may fo ſay, in qur very 
frame. 


Nor are we to meditate, like the pious 
Myſtic or the Platonic Philoſopher, ſo as to 
reſt in empty ſpeculation : for all knowledge, 
that deſerves the name, is in order to Practice: 
our univerſal Aim in ſtudying this ſacred Vo- 
lume, muſt be, that we may do what it com- 
mands, without partiality and without hypo- 
criſy; and in a peculiar manner, what it en- 
Joins reſpecting our unfeigned ſubmiſhon to, 
our hearty acceptance of, the Lord Jeſus in his 
mediatorial Character; in his atoning Sacri- 
fice, and in his juſtifying Righteouſneſs : for 
Chriſt is the end of the Law for righteouſ- 
\ neſs, or juſtification, unto every one that be- 
lieveth : neither is there Salvation in any 
other ; for there is none other name given 
under Heaven amongſt men, whereby we 
muſt be ſaved. Unto him, therefore, ſhall 
men come; and all that are incenſed againſt 
him, let their pleas be what they may, whe- 
ther they plead their Reaſon or their Good- 
neſs, ſhall be aſhamcd : and, as the wiſeſt of 

the 


1 
the ſons of fallen Adam hath told us, he that 
turneth away his ear from hearing the Law, 


in this reſpect, even his prayer ſhall be an 
abomination. Prov. xxviii. 9. 


I muſt haſten, however, to take ſome notice 
of the laſt point of conſideration in the paſ- 
ſage before us. This Book of the Law, 
ſays the moral Governor of the world, ſhall 
not depart out of thy mouth; but thou ſhalt 
meditate therein day and night, that thou 
mayeſt obſerve to do according to all that is 
written therein; for then thou ſhalt make thy 


way proſperous, and then thou ſhalt have 
good ſucceſs.” 


It ſeems to have been an invariable Max- 
im in the providential Government of God, 
that national, domeſtic, and perſonal reli- 
gion, ſhall ever be attended with nati- 
onal, domeſtic, and perſonal felicity : that, 
in ſuch proportion as a conſcientious regard 
to the divine Law prevails in nations, fami- 
lies, or perſons, there ſhall be an adequate 
proportion of peace and happineſs. Whether 
this be true in general, I ſhall not preſume to 
determine : it was certainly promiſed in the 
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particular inſtance upon which we are now 
ſpeaking : and, if we could all agree to ſet- 
tle our ideas of proſperity and good ſucceſs, 
by the Rule of God's word, by the balance 
of the Sanctuary; it might, perhaps, be caſy 
to prove that this is univerſally the caſe upon 
the whole, 


What a deplorable ſtate of diſtraction has 
the Britiſh Empire been in for ſeveral years ! 
And to what has it been owing ? to what will 
you aſcribe it? To ſome political Cauſe, it 
may be; or, perhaps, to the ſecret intrigues 
of a ſet of men, who have been governed by 
no other, nor better principles, than thoſe of 
Ambition, Diſappointment, or Party-ſpirit. 
But, I aſk, from whence do theſe corrupt 
principles originate, but from a neglect and 
contempt of this Book of the Law ? which, 


if it were regarded, as it ought to be, would 


make every Man, an honeſt Man, whether in 
the Cabinet, in the Senate, in the Army, in 
the Navy, or in the Church.“ But now, 


* What then are we bound to think of thoſe, who 
are labouring to bring the ſacred Writings into contempt; 
but that they are as deſtitute of every moral principle, as 


they are of the Religion of the Bille? 
run 


1 


run ye to and fro through almoſt every De- 
partment, I do not ſay with the Lanthorn of 
Diogenes, but with the Lamp of divine 
truth, and ſee if you can find the Men, who, 
like Joſhua, pay any practical Attention to 
this Book of the Law. Alas! 1s it not be- 
come the ſport, the ridicule of the great 
men of the earth? have they not altogether 
broken the yoke and burſt the bonds?* To 
urge its authority, or even to mention that 
divine Providence to which we are indebted 
for it, and for all our bleffings, is now 
thought beneath the dignity of this enlight- 
ened Ape, and only becoming the grimace of 
a Pulpiteer, the cant of a whining Enthufiaſt. 
Shall I not viſit for theſe things, ſaith the 
Lord, ſhall not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch 
a Nation as this ? 


* Ludere cum ſacris, is the definition of a modern 
Wit. FYokaire was a great Adept in this infamous ſci- 
ence ; and every little Smatterer in philoſophical Cant, 
is for ever retailing his blaſphemy and nonſenſe. It the 
ingenious Reader deſire to ſee this Author's ignorance and 
 impudence in various parts of his writings properly expo- 
ſed, let him conſult a very maſterly work, entitled, Lei- 
ters of certain Jeaus to Mr. de Voltaire. 


Waving 
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Waving, however, any farther diſcuſſion of 
this ſubject, as it relates to Kingdoms and 
Nations, the propoſition is paſt diſpute, as it 
reſpects individuals. Perſonal piety and per- 
ſonal felicity are undoubtedly inſeparable: 
and it is a circumſtance which ought never to 
be forgotten by Preachers or Hcarers, but 
very earneſtly inſiſted on, that Religion and 
Happineſs always go together: that Wiſ— 
dom's ways, are ways of pleaſantneſs, and 
all her paths, are paths of peace: for it is 
under her direction alone that we are taught 
the true, the real enjoyment of the good 
things of this life; and to her alone we are 
indebted for the knowledge of our chief Good, 
or the things which belong to our cyerlaſting 
peace. 


All the divine precepts, therefore, are to be 
conſidered and received by us, as ſo many 


commands to be happy: and we are not to 


ſuppoſe that they are mere arbitrary acts of 
the divine Legiſlator, to ſhew his power and 
authority over us; but the moſt beneficent 
diſplays of his infinite Goodneſs, and kind 
regard for the welfare of his rational Crea- 

| tures, 


* 


tures, whether temporal, ſpiritual, of etefs 
nal, 


For, the more critically you examine into 
the Nature and Contents of this Book of the 
Law, which Joſhua was enjoined to take 
with him as his ſole Directory, the more you 
muſt be convinced of its tranſcendent Value 
and Excellency, as a Guide to Happineſs ; 
to true Proſperity and good Succeſs. And, 
though it has not promiſed its diſciples much 
of the periſhing Riches, the deluſive Ho- 
nours, or the unſatisfying Pleaſures of this 
World; it has promiſed to teach them a 
fingle leflon of more worth than all thig 
World can give its Votaries, namely, in zwhat- 
foever ſtate they are, therewith to be content: be- 
fides which, it hath aſſured them of a Peace 
that paſſeth all Underſtanding ; of an Hope 
full of immortality ; of a Foy that is unſpeak- 
able; of the Honour that cometh from God; 
of Riches that are unſearchable; and of Pleas 
fares that endure for ever. 


What though the ſacred Writings then 
command us to do according to all that is 
E written 
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written therein what though they had en- 
Joined us to take the moſt dangerous Voyage, 
in which we ſhould be expoſed to rocks, 
quickſands, tempeſts, and pirates hat 
though they had charged us to travel for 
years through the moſt barren deſarts, where 
we ſhould be likely to ſuffer from fatigue, 
from heat, from thirſt, and other painful ſen- 
fations; if fuch Peace, Joy, Riches, and 
Honour, were to be the end of all our Toil, 
who would not venture the Voyage, who 
would not proceed upon the Journey ? who 
would not be forced to acknowledge that the 
way was proſperous, and that the Voyage was 
crowned with good ſucceſs? How much 
more, when it is only required of us that, 
* This Book of the Law ſhould not depart. 
out of dur mouth; but that we ſhould me- 
ditate therein day and night, that we may ob- 
ferve to do according to all that is written 
therein?“ | 


It would be a ſatisfaction to myſelf, were Inot 
unwilling to exhauſt your Attention and Pa- 
rience, to enlarge upon this delightful theme : 
but I muſt advert now to the Occaſion of our 

aſlembling 
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aſſembling at this time, and in this places 
I am engaged in a Cauſe, which ought to 
have been pleaded by a more reſpectable Ad- 
vocate; in which many thoufands are deeply 
concerned. It is this. The State of the Na- 
tion is alarming; the ſtate of Religion is 
much more ſo; and, in a particular manner, 
among thoſe who are employed. in the Navy 
and Army of this Kingdom: who, as they 
labour under many diſadvantages in this re- 
ſpect, are withal ſo grievouſly neglected, as 
to have become at length impious and pro- 
fane almoſt to a Proverb, 


As a proof that we arc not left totally def- 
titute of national piety and virtue, and to a- 
waken the Attention of higher Powers to ſo 
important an object, it is intended to raiſe a 
Subſcription for the noble purpoſe of beſtow- 
ing Bibles among thoſe, who are employed 
in the naval and military ſervice of Great 
Britain and Ireland: & and, it is hoped, that 


*The number of thoſe, who are employed in this ſer- 
vice, is above three hundred and fifty thouſand. 
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ſo benevolent an Undertaking will meet with 
your generous Encouragement, and with vni- 
verſa] Succeſs : but, fince it may be thought 
neceſſary that I ſhould enforce this deſign, 
and provoke your liberality, by the moft co- 
gent Arguments I can adopt, I ſhall beg 


leave to preſent the following to your candid 
conſideration, 


And to begin with the leaſt ; that, IJ mean, 
which ariſes from true Patriotiſm, or the love 
of our Country. No words indeed have been 
more abuſed and blaſphemed, than thoſe of 
Liberty and Patriotiſm. For, does the latter 
conſiſt in a violent oppoſition to every mea- 
ſure, that is not adopted by ourſelves, or by 
the party to which we are reſolved to adhere ; 
or the former, in that ſpirit of licentiouſneſs, 
which regards neither Religion nor Laws? 
No. But true Patriotiſm diſcovers itſelf by 
an uniform, impartial, and zealous attach- 
ment to the public Good ; and Liberty, by 
a freedom to promote and increaſe that good 
In every poſſible way we can; and, if you 
have a ſpice of zeal for ſuch Patriotiſm and 
| Liberty 
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Liberty as this, you will rejoice to exert it 
upon the preſent Occaſion, 


The love of one's Country is but an info- 
rior part, or ſmall branch of that god-like 
Virtue, to which many pretend, but to which 
moſt are entire ſtrangers, called, Benevolence, 
or univerſal Good-will: a principle this 
which ſtimulates the mind to the exerciſe of 
every thing that tends to the peace, harmony, 
and felicity of human Nature: and which 
animates the ſoul with a generous defire, an 
active readineſs to every thing that can dif- 
fuſe happineſs among mankind. And can I 
ſuppoſe that there is one before me, whoſe 
heart is devoid of this principle, which makes 
man, man? I am unwilling to entertain ſa 
Thocking an idea, or to imagine that any of 
you have ſo little Benevolence, as not to en- 
courage, as far as in you lies, that noble 
Work, to which your Attention is now ex- 


cited. 


But, ſhall I forget that I am pleading with 
perſons who profeſs the Religion of the bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus? A Religion, let its ignorant, or 
C its 
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T 90 0 
its malicious Enemies, revile it as they pleaſe, 
which breathes the very ſpirit of Benevolence 
and Humanity ; the divine Author of which 
bimſeif came down from Heaven, upon the 
moſt unparalleled and aſtoniſhing errand of 
Love : who, when upon earth, went about 
doing good ; and now that he is aſccnded 
where hc was before, 1s continually employed 
in the ſame manner ; ever living to make in- 


terceſſion for them who come unto God by 


him. A Religion, in ſhort, whoſe very Es- 
fence and Genius, is Love itſelf, For, 
46% Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, with 
all thine heart, with all thy ſoul, and with 
all thy ſtrength, is the firſt and great com- 
mandment of the Law; and the ſecond is 
like unto it, namely, Thou ſhalt love thy 
Neighbour as thyſelf.“ Is it poſſible for us 
to be influenced by ſuch a Religion, and not 
to be ready to diſtribute, and willing to com- 
municate; and that, © not grudgingly or of 
neceſſity, for God loveth a cheerful giver ? 
While we have opportunity, therefore, let us 
do good unto all men, but eſpecially unto 
them, who are of the houſhold of Faith.” 
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 Toallthefe powerful Arguments, Imightalfo 
urge that of Graſitudę: we ought to be reminded 
of the obligations we are under to the Army 
and Navy of this Kingdom, who go through 
various ſcenes of hardſhip and diſtreſs, for 
the ſecurity of the religious and civil Liber- 
ties, which we enjoy : -and, to which there 
muft be an end, whenever any Papal power 
obtains dominion over us: and, that we are 
now at war with the two perfidious, popiſh, 
and arbitrary Powers at France and Spain, 
who, without the ſhadow of provocation, 
have commenced the moſt unjuſtifiable boſti- 
lities againſt us, is what we all know and 
feel. And, though his Book of the Law may 
be thought by ſome, a very pitiful acknow- 
ledgement of the debt of gratitude, we ows 
to them, who are employed, under divine 
Providence, to bring down the pride and in- 
folence of theſe our dangerous foes; a good 
Biſhop of old thought it a Preſent not un- 
worthy the acceptance of a King.* And 

indeed, 


* The pious Biſhop Latimer, who preſented a Bible 
to Henry the 8th, with a leaf turned down upon a paſ- 
| lage, 
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1 
indeed, if its intrinfic Value be deniand- 
ed, we may boldly ſay, “ That its price is 
far above rubies, and all the things thou 
canſt defire, are not to be compared with it.” 


If it be apprehended that your beneficence, 
is liable to abuſe : ſo is beneficence of every 
ſort. . It may not be improper, however, to 
obſerve that there was a ſhort period in the 
hiſtory of England, when this Book of the 
Law, was made a part of a Soldier's uniform :* 
and it would be an act of more than martial 
magnanimity, if our Officers in Church and 
State were zealous to ſee that cuſtom revi- 


ved: eſpecially, as our fleets and armies were 


never more renowned throughout Europe for 
victory and ſucceſs, than at that particular 
criſis. 


Tage, which expreſaly reproved the Sins to which that 


Monarch was particularly addicted. O rare Latimer! 
A Wit's a feather; and a Chief's a rod: 
An honeft man's the nobleſt work of God. 


To this circumſtance, we owe that curious Pocket+ 
Bible, printed by Field, and which is now fo very ſcarce 
and valuable, ; 
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Not that I am vain enough to imagine, 
that any thing I have ſaid, will have much 
weight, where it ought to have moſt. The 
Age, it ſeems, is too enlightened to be be- 
fooled by Religion, or to pay any regard to, 
what our modern philoſophers have materi- 
alized away, the Souls of mankind. Prefer- 
ment in the Church, Promotion in the State, 
and the golden Image in both, is the great 
Idol whom all Afia and the World worſhip. 
We do not pretend to ſay, that former times 
were better than theſe ; but, let the times be 
better or worſe, we cannot do wiſer or more 
happily for ourſelves, than by giving the moſt 
affectionate Attention to the Advice of that 
God, who ſays to all Perſons, at all times, 
Tuts Book or THE Law SHALL NOT DEPART 
OUT OF THY MOUTH; BUT THOU SHALT MEDI- 
TATE THEREIN DAY AND NIGHT, THAT THOU 
MAYEST OBSERVE TO DO ACCORDING TO ALL 
THAT 15 WRITTEN THEREIN, 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


HE Gentlemen, who have adopted the noble 

Plan, which occaſioned the Publication of 

this Sermon, wiſh to purchaſe ſeveral thouſand Bi- 

bles, to ſupply Ships and Regiments, as early as 

poſſible : for which purpoſe, Subſcriptions will be 
received at the following Houſes, 


Meſſrs. Jefferys and Jones, Charing Croſs. 

Mr. Dodſley, Bookſeller, Pall Mall. 

Mr. Dilly, Bookſeller, Poultry. 

Mefirs. Baynes, Wood, Griffith's and Co, 
at their Counting Houſe, Black Friars 
Bridge, London fide. 

At Mr. Griffith's, Duke-Street, Groſyenor- 
Square. 

Mr. Babbs, Bookſeller, No. 31, Oxford- 
Street. 

]. Mathews, Bookſeller, No. 18, Strand. 

J. Buckland, Bookſeller, Pater-noſter-Row. 
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